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Students demand accessible
public education

Administration offices occupied at Queen’s, U of Guelph

Stuart Duncan

article # 6790

As part of the campaign for accessible non-
corporate post-secondary education, uni-
versity students across the province are occu-
pying administrative offices to demand their
voices be heard.

here in Ontario.

Two weeks later, University of Guelph
students occupied the administrative suite at
their university. On Monday January 28th,
over 20 students stormed the offices of Presi-
dent Mordechai Rozanski.

known worldwide for their environmental
and human rights abuses, have become major
corporate partners at the university, and part
of the demands of the student occupiers was
to reduce that type of corporate influence. In
addition, the students demanded a commit-
ment from the University to lower tui-

On January 14th, students opposed
to Queen’s University attempts at
deregulating arts and science programs
occupied Principal William Leggett’s of-
fice. The students issued three demands:
a tuition freeze, a halt to attempts at
deregulating programs at Queen’s, and a
decisive student referendum on any fu-
ture deregulation proposals. The stu-
dents defiantly held the office for five
days before voluntary ending the occu-

The Guelph occupation
ended 12 hours after it had
began, after university
administrators allegedly
assaulted several students.

tion fees, a majority of student-elected
seats on the board of governors at the
University, and a statement from the
University denouncing attempts to
deregulate and privatize universities.
Once the group of students had moved
all of the equipment and supplies into
the office that were needed for an in-
definite stay, a smaller group of nine
students barricaded and locked all en-

pation. Tory Universities Minister Dianne

Cunningham later rejected Queen’s proposal
to have unlimited powers to increase tuition
fees, thus halting the latest attempt to create
a two-tiered Ivy League university system

Like most post-secondary institutions in
this province, corporate donations have be-
come the university’s major funding source
for projects at Guelph. Nestle and Monsanto,

KW Solidarity Network

Kevin Smith
article # 6791
ocial change in Waterloo Region can be a
daunting task. With only three or four
people showing up for some group meetings
sometimes, and with so much work needed to
plan events and then promote and fundraise
for them, even the most energetic organizers
can get burned out.

The K-W Solidarity Network is changing
that. On January 15, 22 people from a variety
of groups attended a meeting in downtown
Kitchener to pave the way for this network.
They dined on a delicious meal prepared by
Food Not Bombs, who serve vegan meals to
anyone in front of Kitchener City Hall on

Saturdays from 1-3 pm. To volunteer with
FNB, you can call WPIRG at 888-4882.

After dinner, they talked about the many
issues confronting their organizations. Many
groups need help with promotion and
fundraising. Worldwide Opportunities for
Women (WWOW)[see article on page 3] vis-
its low-income families in their homes, and
provide advice on reducing utility costs. This
is a pay-what-you-can service, so they make
very little money with this project, and need
help from others to continue it.

The K-W Youth Collective have a youth

.. continued on page 2

trances to the presidential suite. A group
of six administrators and staff members
refused to leave the occupation, but were told
they were free to do so at any time.

.. continued on page 2
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Solidarity Network

continued from page 1 ..

drop-in downtown called “The Spot” (across
from the Lyric, and above everyone’s favour-
ite juice bar). This is a youth-run space that
works on many important youth and political
issues, and is a thriving, volunteer-run place.
They only need $15,000 a year to operate,
but their funds are currently running low.
You can contact them at 578-1425 or
youth_space@hotmail.com.

The K-W Independent Media Centre
produce the Blind Spot (online at
ontario.indymedia.org/blindspot). They hope
that this network will allow them to expand
this paper with more funding, more articles,
and more distribution possibilities. They also
need financial help right now. To contact the
K-W IMC, phone 244-1140 or email
ontario@indymedia.org.

Debate was pretty heated at the meeting
when topics like working with the provincial
Tory government came up. However, people
realized that a diversity of approaches are
required for social change.

Basically, the network wants to do joint
promotion and fundraising, reach out to more
diverse groups, develop more skills, and have
more fun than any group could alone.

The current idea for this network is to
hold three full-scale general meetings each
year, where groups can come together to set
up display booths in a fair, have some social
time for networking, and have a meeting to
see where things are at.

his paper consists of articles available
on the ontario.indymedia.org web site.
To find an article, type in the article ID
number in the box at the top left of the
screen, or use the search tool underneath.

Regular, smaller meetings will also be
held, where different working groups will
collaborate on different objectives of the net-
work.

The communication group will be solv-
ing the problem of getting events posted to a
common area, and getting them distributed
by web, e-mail, phone, fax, and handout to as
many people as possible.

The editorial group will be collecting
articles, laying out the new improved Blind
Spot, and getting it distributed everywhere.

The fundraising group will be exploring
the possibilities of various joint fundraising
initiatives, like direct mail and grant writing.

The socializing group will be exploring
monthly networking and party possibilities.

The TV show group will be looking into
getting a show on Roger’s cable that talks

about various issues. Some have suggested
thatan expert talking with youth would be an
effective format.

The response to these ideas has been
quite strong so far. Various agency repre-
sentatives want to be involved, as well as local
concerned citizen and activist groups.

In spite of the repression following Sep-
tember 11th, the quest for social and environ-
mental justice in Kitchener-Waterloo contin-
ues with zeal.

If you’re interested in finding out more
about events in the community, check out the
web site CommunityEvents.ca. If you want
more info on the Solidarity Network, contact
the Indymedia folks at 244-1140 or
ontario@indymedia.org, or visit the K-W
Solidarity Network web site at
ontario.indymedia.org/kwsolidarity.

Occupations at Guelph and at Queen’s

continued from page 1 ..

University police arrived throughout the
morning and shut down access to the fourth
floor of the University Centre where the
offices were located. Police denied support-
ers outside of the office access to washroom
facilities or food, and one student was charged
with trespassing when he tried to bring much-
needed supplies up to the isolated supporters.
Later on in the day, police and fire officials
continued their intimidation tactics, serving
fire infraction notices to the occupiers inside
the office, specifically focusing on one stu-
dent whom administrators had recognized.

The occupation ended twelve hours after
it had began when university administrators,
as they left their offices, allegedly assaulted

several students. One of the assaulted occupi-
ers had received a concussion and it was
decided at that point that the occupation
would be ended so that he receive medical
attention. All of the occupiers left, after being
guaranteed legal and academic amnesty.
The fight for accessible public education
has not ended at the University of Guelph.
Actions and rallies are occurring throughout
the week. Students have begun organizing for
a massive union and student rally on campus
February 5th, and will participate in the Ca-
nadian Federation of Students rally to lower
tuition fees in Toronto on February 6th.
For more, visit the web sites: Guelph --

www.tao.ca/~gan/guelphocp; Queen’s --
www.web.net/~opirgkin/deregulation.html
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WWOW: Worldwide Opportunities for Women

New opportunites for ethno-cultural and low-income families

Kevin Smith
article # 6579
eople are often bombarded by reports of
despair in the world, and too seldom see
the hope — the determination of small or-
ganizations and people who are doing their
part to make a difference in the world.

One such group is K-W’s own World-
wide Opportunities for Women (WWOW). It
was founded in 1994, by a group of citizens
who were concerned about the environment,
and wanted to educate the public at the
grassroots level. Their purpose is to “enhance
the quality of our environment, and the eco-
nomic and social development of ethno-cul-
tural women and their families”.

Currently, their focus is on a “Home
Energy $aver” program. They go into homes
and advise people on home energy efficiency,
water consumption, household hazardous
waste, indoor air quality, best practices out-
doors, and saving money.

In order to get the word out to everyone,
their brochures have been translated into 16
languages!, and will soon be available in seven
others?.

Such a home visit would normally cost
$300, but because they are serving low-in-
come families, they only ask for $10, or what
families can afford to donate. The generosity
of their partners’® has allowed them to visit
almost 1500 homes at this low rate, but they
need support from the community to con-
tinue this award-winning* program.

WWOW has
had many other
programs in the
past: female hu-
man rights issues
(eg: female genital
mutilation), teen
violence awareness
and safety issues,
the K-WYouth De-
velopment Link,
Youth Healthy
Employment
Skills, Cross-cul-
tural Sensitivity
Workshops, Wom-
en’s Health Pro-
gram, Senior
Wellness, Tobacco
Issues Program,

Members of WWOW demonstrate their home inspection process.

English as a Sec-
ond Language training, Home Tutoring Pro-
gram for inbound seniors and single mothers,
and a Parenting Program.

Some of their earlier programs are still
continuing, but will take different forms.
They have a Homework Support Program,
for tutoring and mentoring boys and girls in
grades 4 to 12. They also hope to continue
their past work in the form of different
projects, such as a fitness program for seniors,
and an employment program for youth. They
want to cover all ages by offering something
for children as well.

WWOW showcases some environmentally-friendly cleaning products.

Home Energy $aver program
needs support to continue

For families who can use this program, or
people who wish to help out with a donation,
WWOW can be contacted at 578-9570 or
wwow@web.net.

Notes

1. Languagesinclude English, French, Span-
ish, Portuguese, Bosnian, Persian, Croatian,
Mandarin, Somali, Swahili, Serbian, Daru,
Arabic, Punjabi, Vietnamese, Albanian, and
Hungarian.

2. Languages in process of translation are
Polish, Laotian, Filipino, Urdu, Gjurahi,
Hindu, and Romanian.

3. Home Energy Saver partners include the
Trillium Foundation, Human Resources De-
velopment Canada, Union Gas, Region of
Waterloo, Elora Centre for Environmental
Excellence, and the Canada Trust ‘Friends of
the Environment’ Foundation.

4. The “Home Energy $aver” program was
nominated for the Environmental
Sustainability Award on June 7th 2001, by
the Regional Municipality of Waterloo; and
received a Certificate of Appreciation from
the Ontario Ministry of Environment for
their fight against smog and the risk of climate
change on November 26th, 2001.



PAGE 4

BLIND SPOT

FEBRUARY 2002

A view from all directions

Voice And The Voiceless documentary

Matt Brodie
article # 6792
Every international summit has protestors
these days. Even typically passive Cana-
dians are taking to the streets. But why are
these people protesting? Why hasn’t the rest
of Canada heard their neighbours’ voices?

Voice And The Voiceless: The Resurgence
of Public Protest in Canada is a documentary
film being made by Waterloo residents Matt
Brodie and Michael Brown. Their goal is to
inform and spark debate among Canadians
about the issues over which their fellow citi-
zens are protesting. They hope to bring to
Canadians the legitimacy of protestor’s con-
cerns that the popular media has failed to
convey.

The G8 Summit in Kananaskis, Alberta
will be the next meeting of its kind to be held
on Canadian soil. Voice And The Voiceless will
be filming on location.

Brown stresses the film will be profes-
sional and transparent, unlike political propa-
ganda. He adds that the documentary will be
a work of investigative journalism, meeting

academic standards.

This large undertaking comes after last
year’s turmoil in Quebec City during the
Summit of the Areas, when police clashed
with protestors while government and busi-
ness leaders secretly negotiated the Free Trade
Area of the Americas.

Brodie and Brown will produce a docu-
mentary that expands beyond the media por-
trayal of violence and abstract interviews.
The aim of the documentary is to inform and
spark debate among Canadians over the is-
sues at the heart of civil unrest.

At this stage, the script will take on a dual
narrative. A part of the segment will follow
ordinary citizens to the Kananaskis G8 Sum-
mit and will be juxtaposed with interviews of
popular right and left wing personalities.
Interviewees such as Progressive Conserva-
tive candidate Ernie Eves and Finance Minis-
ter Paul Martin are hoped to be included.

While the task ahead of them has turned
out to be a larger initiative than they both
expected, they have taken on a project that
they think is exciting, creative, and extremely

useful for future political debate in Canada.

Currently, the group’s largest obstacle
lies in securing the $45,000 in funding neces-
sary to complete such a project. Brodie and
Brown are approaching both right and left
wing funding agencies with the view that their
proposal will interest a broad-based constitu-
ency.

Their decision to receive funding and
conduct research from both right and left
sources, while at first appearing awkward,
should help to bridge communication be-
tween the opposing views and let the viewers
decide for themselves where they stand on the
issues presented in the film.

This unique blend of both right and left
considerations is part of what keeps Brodie
and Brown optimistic about the project. Once
the funding starts to roll in, there is no doubt
in their minds that the documentary will
encourage a shiftin the thinking of Canadians
around these issues.

Brodie encourages anyone interested in
contributing to email the VATV team at
voiceandthevoiceless@hotmail.com.

Ward Churchill speaks in Waterloo

Greg Macdougall
article # 6434 — abridged
ard Churchill, a professor of American
Indian studies at the University of Colo-
rado at Boulder, visited Waterloo on January
16 to deliver a talk entitled “Meet the New
Boss, Same as the Old Boss: Globalization,
Genocide and Resistance.” The talk was spon-
sored by the Waterloo Public Interest Re-
search Group (WPIRG) and given at the
Humanities Theatre at the University of Wa-
terloo.
The following are excerpts from an in-
terview with Ward Churchill, prior to his
talk.

On the anti-globalization
movement:

“Ifyou wantto understand the process, you’ve
got to go back to the historical disjuncture
that marks its origins, and then trace it for-
ward again. In the process of doing that, you
begin to understand the nature of what it is

that has to be done to actually bring this beast
to a halt...”

“The United States, by having fully a
continental block at its disposal, including
Canada, is contingent upon the internal colo-
nization, subordination, subjugation, expro-
priation and all those other words of the
indigenous people whose property it is. So if
you really want to stop globalization, you
gotta stop the United States. If you want to
stop the United States, hey — it’s not going to
be responsive to moral suasion in such as that
— you’re going to have to take the sucker
apart, just like any other structure that’s of-
fending. And native rights, land rights and
other rights, are the key to that.”

“So the number one priority for anyone
serious about opposing globalization at the
present time, is to get their mind arranged in
such a way that they understand why they
need to do it, and then get busy supporting
indigenousliberation struggles right here, not
stuff that’s happening out there. It’s not that
the stuff out there is irrelevant or that the

Listen to the talk:

www.radio4all.net/proginfo.php?id=4187

people aren’t worthy, it’s just that from this
particular station right here there’s not a
whole hell of alot that you can do about or for
them, other than make yourself feel good,
and that’s the game that usually gets played.”

“Butif you actually want to effect change,
you’ve got to do it right here, incur the heavy
lifting and the risk that’s entailed in bringing
this thing to its knees, and the key to that is
native rights. All the rest of the oppression
stems from the denial of those rights to native
people, every single one.”

On the place of indigenous
peoples in the world:

“First world — capitalist, industrialized. Sec-
ond world — socialist, industrialized. Third

.. continued on next page
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Mental health:

Patients not well-served by the current system

A.J. Mahari
article # 6793
Mental health care has been under scru-
tiny of late in Kitchener-Waterloo due
to the ongoing inquest into the suicide deaths
of three men at Grand River Hospital over a
four month period from late 2000 into 2001.

The number of suicides and where they
occurred send a strong message that the needs
of too many mental health consumers are not
being adequately met.

Despite the fact that we have an under-
funded and overburdened system and that
people are dying, any proposed changes that
may help some down the road are not enough
now. Lives hang in the balance.

There are too many people that cannot
get the help they seek, even when they are
strong advocates for themselves. There is too
much of an unrealistic burden being placed
upon the self-help movement due to the fail-
ure of the system to deliver adequate and
timely care to mental health consumers.

According to Sandra Parkinson, who is
the community development and education
services coordinator with the Canadian Men-
tal Health Association, the delivery of mental
services is “a complex issue that is not black
and white.”

She added that there is currently a task

continued from previous page ..

world — either capitalist or socialist, per-
haps not aligned, industrializing. What he
forgot to mention was that there’s a fourth
world out there, and that fourth world is the
indigenous world on which all the other
three are built.”

“Well, the fourth world is weighing in.
In 1988, Bernard Nietschmann did a global
survey of armed conflicts ... he catalogued
125 wars that were ongoing on the planet at
the time, and of those, 85 per cent ... were
between indigenous peoples and one or more
nation states that presumed to have an
overarchingsovereign authority. Itissaying,
basically, ‘Bullshit — now, you can back off
this way or you can back off that way, but
basically we’re going to assert our right to
self-determination like any other peoples
are entitled to, as codified in the United
Nations charter and innumerable elements
of international law, and if you don’t like it,

you’re going to have to fight us about it.””

force, the South West Mental Health Imple-
mentation Task Force, “with the intention to
look at the system overall, not who is provid-
ing the services, but what kind of care, service
and support we can implement in our com-
munity based on input from mental health
consumers.”

Mental health care has to become much
more consumer-oriented. As it is now, and
has always been, it is a system that all-too-
often serves itself to the detriment of those it
is mandated to provide services to.

Trying to access mental health care when
one has complex issues meets with an affront
to one’s dignity, and injustice abounds.

There is stigma and often judgment that
comes when one seeks help from the very
system that is being funded to serve them.
When those who work in the system start
asking those seeking help what they are ex-
pected to do for them, we are all in trouble.

It is not unusual for someone in crisis to
call the crisis clinic or present themselves at
the emergency department of the Grand River
Hospital and be asked over and over what he/
she expects from being there and what he/she

RMS

retire. Cook expressed confidence that the
strike fund is sufficient to protect families
from losing their homes and to continue the
strike for a long time to come. “What else can
we do?” he said.

continued from page 8 ..

Globalization to blame

Cook, who is also president of the K-W
Labour Council, believes that globalization,
NAFTA, and the WTO are the culprits which
have robbed Canadian workers of bargaining
power and jobs. The new American owner of
RMS is said to be negotiating with a company
in China to set up a tire-making equipment
plant there.

It explains the company’s unwillingness
to come to an agreement with its workers in
Canada. If free trade were fair trade, he said,
it would bring the standards of the Third
world up instead of bringing the standards of
the industrialized world down. The labour

needs. This is an example of systemic igno-
rance and insensitivity.

When you take your car to the mechanic,
he/she doesn’t ask you where your engine is,
and then basically throw up his/her hands as
if there is nothing he can do without you
pointing directly to the problem. So it goes
with mental health services. Many consumers
in crisis, suffering terribly, don’t know what
spot in their psyche to point to. The result
often is that no real help is forthcoming, and
they exit the system via the same revolving
door that they entered the system through. It
is difficult to survive the pain that trying to
access the system can often cause, on top of
the pain that many who need help are already
in.

We need more advocates and watch-
dogs of a system that continues to do what is
convenient for itself rather than help those
who it is intended to serve.

CALLING ALL ADVOCATES: If you
are interested in finding out more about the
state of our mental health care system here, or
want to getinvolved in advocacy, contact A.J.
Mabhari at 743-5015.

strike

movement in Canada would be in favour of
that.

But for now, morale is still high on the
picket line. Five local unions donated Christ-
mas turkeys and cookies, and the postal work-
ers collected toys and money. A plant gate
collection at the Goodrich plant raised $3600
for the strikers. Honks of support from pass-
ing cars bring waves and smiles. Laughter
abounds — at the officious guard who threat-
ens to call the police if a truck is detained a
few seconds more that ten minutes, and the
plant manager who took six months to notice
that the strikers had changed the company’s
sign from RMS to PMS. While the chainsaw
buzzes to cut up skids for burning, an old man
keeps falling asleep in his lawn chair in the
snow by the fire. A minute later he’s up,
waving his Steelworkers flag to stop a truck.

The strikers would greatly welcome peo-
ple to stop by and chat with them on the line.
More firewood is also desperately needed.
And of course, donations of coffee and donuts,
sandwiches, and drinks are always welcome.
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Community briefs

Civics Research Group
dialogues

he new “anti-terrorism” laws and the

report of the Walkerton inquiry formed
the subject matter of the first two open dia-
logues sponsored by the Civics Research
Group on January 16 and 23. The group,
based at a new downtown Kitchener office, is
an outreach initiative associated with U of
Waterloo’s Faculty of Environmental Stud-
ies. Among other activities, the group seeks to
promote ongoing community involvement in
the discussion of currentissues. For more info
on upcoming dialogues please e-mail Gordon
Nelson or Beth Dempster at
thegroup@civics.ca.

New video: Democracy in
the New Millenium

he K-W Humanist Arts Alliance, formed

in 1992 by local members of the Human-
ist Movement, has just released its first lo-
cally-made video, called Democracy in the
New Millennium. It seeks to document local
citizens’ and community leaders’ views of
democracy in our time. (Some of us will

World Economic Forum in NYC

eginning January 31, the Swiss-based

World Economic Forum is holding its
first annual meeting ever in the United States,
in New York City at the Waldorf-Astoria
hotel. Some 3,200 business leaders, politi-
cians, journalists and academics will meet
behind closed doors to set an agenda for the
global economy. Thousands of protesters are
expected to converge in New York.

To make sense of it all, the New York City
Independent Media Center has prepared a

factsheet on the WEF at: nyc.indymedia.org/

front.php3?article id=16217
The WEEF is a private member organiza-

tion comprising representatives from 1,000
of the world’s largest corporations, including
Microsoft, Monsanto, Nike, General Motors
and, until recently, Enron. Originally formed
in 1971 as the European Management Fo-
rum, the Swiss-based group has grown into a
major global agenda setter and a leading
proponent of corporate globalization. Until
this year, the organization held its annual
meeting in the Swiss mountain resort town of
Davos.

recognize ourselvesinit!) The HAA invites all
levels of participation in expressions of the
current world situation through all fields of
the arts.

Past projects have included poetry publi-
cations and coffee houses, and a future project
on volunteerism is planned. For info contact
Matt Albrecht 742-7744 or email
haa@kwhm.org. The local Humanist group’s
newsletter Our Neighbourhood, now in its
15th issue, can be viewed at :

www.kwhm.org/ourneighbourhood.htm

Dismay greets
new Highway 7 Report

he Ministry of Transportation of On-

tario has again recommended the con-
struction of a new controlled-access Highway
7 to follow a route north of the present
highway, in spite of repeated local polls show-
ing that the majority of people want the
present highway widened instead.

Judy Greenwood-Speers, founder of the
7 Generations Network and local riding asso-
ciation president for the Green Party, asks,
“Who is behind this push to create a new
highway? Is it the Ontario government, who

The exclusive meeting is open to mem-
bers — who pay upwards of $30,000 in
annual dues — as well as selected politicians,
journalists and academics. President George
W. Bush and British Prime Minister Tony
Blair are both expected to be among the
3,200 in attendance. While the WEF helps set
global economic and trade agendas that affect
the entire world, the group predominantly
includes European and American businesses.
The member breakdown by continent is Eu-
rope, 43 percent; North America, 26 percent;
Asia, 13 percent; Central/South America, 7.5
percent; Middle East, 4.5 percent; Africa, 4.3
percent; Australasia, 2.2 percent.

“The Forum has been remarkably suc-
cessful — since 1971 the ‘state of the world’
has dramatically improved for many of the
participating corporations. WEF strategizing
drove the neo-liberal agenda in the 1980s,
bringing together politicians from the ‘pre-
tender’ states of the newly industrializing
world, as well as from the OECD states, to
map out an agenda with transnational busi-
ness executives. It offered a proactive forum,

is supposed to be concerned with air-quality-
related deaths? This road will lead to in-
creased car and truck travel and thus worsen
air quality, increase risk and loss of wetlands
and agricultural land and basically, not help
the real need for mass transit to Guelph,
Toronto, and London. Instead, rail is the way
to go, from a fiscal, environmental, and speed
of time to get the system up and running
perspective. For a government that tries to
sell itself as being fiscally responsible, the
determination to spend over $135 million on
a needless highway is just too short sighted
not to be challenged.”

Fair Trade Coffee House

A good time was had by all at the fourth
annual Fair Trade Coffee House put on
by First Unitarian Congregation in Waterloo
on January 25. Wonderful free fair trade
coffee and tea and home baking were comple-
mented by a great array of entertainers from
the congregation. The height of the eveningis
always Keith McLeod’s magic show. Sales
were brisk at the display tables from Ten
Thousand Villages and Mornington Dairy
Co-op of Milverton, and proceeds from the
donation box went to the work of the Unitar-
ian Service Committee. Promoting fairly-
traded coffee and other goods locally is the
main purpose of the annual event, according
to Magdalene Horman, one of the organizers.

Coverage of the WEF in NY:
nyc.indymedia.org

removed from the public gaze, and played a
central role in diffusing neo-liberalism,” writes
Peter Goodman, an Australian professor at
University of Technology Sydney.

World Social Forum

he World Social Forum formed last year

in Porto Alegre, Brazil, as a counter
summit to the WEF annual meeting. Some
10,000 activists, educators, unions and work-
ers from around the world met to discuss
alternatives to the neo-liberal economic model.
“ ‘Another World Is Possible’ was the event’s
official slogan,” reported Naomi Klein last
year. “After a year and a half of protests
against the World Trade Organization, the
World Bank and the International Monetary
Fund, the World Social Forum was billed as
an opportunity for this emerging movement
to stop screaming about what it is against and
start articulating what it is for.” As many as
60,000 people are expected to attend this
year’s Forum, which is meeting again from
January 31 to February 5.
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Report on the Globe & Mail, Jan 19

Harris accepts blame for Walkerton disaster, or does he?

Greg Macdougall
article # 6424

he headline of January 19’s Globe and

Mail newspaper, almost in as big letters
as the paper’s name, read “Harris accepts the
blame.”

The two pictures directly underneath
show Harris facing off with one of the moth-
ers of one the Walkerton dead — his, a face of
lip-biting ?regret? and hers, a teary red-eyed
face of sorrow. In this way the Globe and Mail
focuses on the personal and draws attention
away from the story — that is, the problems
with the policies that were put in place by
Harris and his government, as well as the
actions of the Koebels.

In the article, it reports that “the tragedy
was caused by the Progressive Conservative
government’s cost cutting” as well as by the
actions! of the two Koebel brothers.

But, counter to the “Harris accepts the
blame” headline, the headline of the story
continuation on A4 reads, “Premier denies
cutbacks played role in Walkerton.” I mean,
say what? Come again? Didn’t they just say in
a lot bigger letters that he “accepted the
blame”?

It quotes Harris as saying, “certainly I, as
the head of government and the cabinet,
made no reductions in expenditures that we
believed would affect the health and safety of
any citizen.” While he also said that he, on
behalf of everyone, was “truly sorry for the
painand suffering thatyou have experienced,”
he in no way accepted the blame for the
problems.

TITLE SAYS “HARRIS
ACCEPTS THE BLAME?>,
BUT HE DOESN”T

aying you’re sorry is not saying it’s your

fault. What Harris said sounded more like
denial than apology. The only other people in
a front page story quoted as saying they’re
sorry — and no it’s not the Koebels; they
didn’t have anything to say in the papers —
were the doctors at the hospital where Kody
died: “We’re sorry, but we’ve done all we can
do.”

No one said the doctors were accepting
the blame. They weren’t saying, ‘what we’ve
done caused this to happen.” And neither was
Harris. The article says, “Mr. Harris’s re-
marks yesterday were the strongest he has
made indicating that his government must
shoulder some blame for the tragedy.”

““There were things that could have
been done that may have eased this tragedy or
even prevented it,” he said.”

But the Globe & Mail makes “Harris
accepts the blame” its front page headline.

WENTE’S OPINION
TREATED AS NEWS
BUT DENIES FACTS

he other Walkerton article on the front
page is an opinion piece by Comment
columnist Margaret Wente. In it she writes:
“The judge does not say that privatizing
government services or cutting the bureauc-
racy were wrong. (And he says the measures

Notes

1.  While I described the Koebels’ actions as
“actions”, the Globe & Mail reads, “slipshod,
dishonest practices.” If they lifted those words
from the judge’s report, I’d be okay with that;
but these are not, they are created by the
reporter to create an image.

As well, the Koebel brothers are given no
forum to have their voice heard or to say
sorry. No mention of them, other than their
actions, is made of them and there are no
quotes from them.

Yet it describes how “2 hours later, in a
moment of high political drama, Mr. Harris
paid an unannounced visit, personally deliv-
ering copies of the report to families of people

who died.” Italso gives him front page quotage.

Imagine if the Globe had put “Koebels
accept the blame” as their lead headline, and
had not quoted Harris at all, but instead only
talked about what he and his government had
done wrong.

2. Wente’ssmall colour picture appears just
underneath the premier and one of the moth-
ers of one of the dead. There are the two
pictures of the females on the front page, on
the page A4-AS5 spread, there are pictures of
the judge, a police officer, and six profile
pictures of men in various official capacities
(beginning with Harris) with quotes beneath.

to ensure water safety weren’t exactly perfect
before the Tories came along.) The Tory
government’s error was its failure to assess
and manage the risks it created. It deliberately
created a culture that was deaf to bureaucrats
crying wolf, even though there sometimes
was a wolf.”

This, despite the subheadline on the other
front page article saying “Provincial cuts,
Koebel brothers’ mismanagement led to trag-
edy.”

Margaret Wente is an opinion writer
who writes so poorly that David Docherty,
the chair of Wilfrid Laurier University’s po-
litical science deptartment, commented in a
letter to the editor (Jan 11, pA14) “If one of
my first-year students handed in a paper with
these types of overgeneralizations, they would
getan F. For The Globe and Mail editors, this
might be good writing; for a university, it
would constitute bad research.”

This type of writer is reporting her views
on the news, and her views are presented by
the Globe and Mail as front page news.

The title is, “The moral stain of
Walkerton.” Her (smaller) picture appears
right below Harris and Weber on the front
page?.

Wente talks mainly of Harris and his
government in terms of their post-crisis ac-
tions. This is pretty much all she says about
their actions which actually precipitated the
disaster: “a government so fired up to save
money and slash red tape that it went too far
too fast”; “the Walkerton tragedy would cer-
tainly have been minimized if there had been
one simple, new regulation requiring private
testing labs to report bad water samples... But
the Tories were trying to get rid of regula-
tions, not add new ones.”

She also adds, “The holesin the safety net
that led to Walkerton have been mended
now. ... Both the negligent water manager
and the Premier are moving on to other jobs.
For most of us the judge has spoken and the
story’s over.”

Ijust LOVE_how a front page article
tells us “the story’s over” when no change has
been effected to stop a government from
making future dangerous cuts to costs, while
at the same time ignoring warnings that what
they are doing is dangerous and could lead to
disaster, just like Harris et al ignored warn-
ings about the potential effects of their cuts.



PAGE 8

BLIND SPOT

FEBRUARY 2002

Tremendous community

support for RMS strike
Workers out since May 14 2001

Eleanor Grant
article # 6795
hen 67 members of Steelworkers Local
80 went on strike May 14 against RMS
on Glasgow St., Kitchener, they never antici-
pated they’d be spending the coming winter
on the picket line, huddled around a barrel of
burning skids to keep warm.

At the time, the company and the union
were not far apart on the issues of wages,
pensions, apprenticeship training, and ex-
tending the provisions of the contract to
cover workers at possible new plants in Wel-
lington County, according to Local president
Peter Cook. A few more weeks of negotia-
tions would have been sufficient to come to
an agreement both sides could live with, but
instead the company informed them that the
offer already on the table was final, and
refused any further talks.

RMS is the remnant of the big tire plant
on Strange St. that closed in 1992, putting
1300 people out of work. The 67 men re-

maining joined the Steelworkersin 1995, and
successfully negotiated three-year contracts
in 1995 and 1998. The plant manufactures
the equipment for making tires. It was bought
by Pettibone, an American company, in 1999.

This past September, Cook said, after
not talking to the union for four months, the
company announced thatits biggest customer,
Michelin, was demanding a 20 per cent re-
duction in the price of equipment from RMS.
The company then demanded from its work-
ers a huge reduction in wages and benefits,
plus the right to contract out for goods and
services. Seeing it as the “kiss of death”, the
union membership rejected this “offer” by
98.7 per cent.

Meanwhile, families are getting by doing
part-time jobs in addition to their picket duty.
Six men have retired and only one has crossed
the line to become a salaried employee, leav-
ing 60 to fight it out. Two more are about to

.. continued on page 5

Ontario.indymedia.org summaries

Readthe full article online—use the article ID
number [in brackets]:

“UN-truthful Super Bowl Ads” — a look at
anti-smoking advertising [6783]

A call to action against the G7 Finance min-
isters. Feb 7-9th, Ottawa & Meech Lake;

www.gdo.ca [6779]

Criticism of Ontario PC leadership candidate
Jim Flaherty’sideas for welfare reform [6752]

U.S. President Bush and VP Cheney both
phone Senate Majority Leader Daschle to ask
him to limit the congressional investigation
into the September 11th attacks [6740]

Michael Ruppert (www.copvcia.com) says
the United States allowed the 9/11 attacks to
happen because of drugs, oil & money [6689]

Vision TV’s “Insight MediaFile” airs “What
really happened on September 11?” on Cana-
dian TV [6646]

Audio interview with John Clarke of OCAP,
about the Ontario Common Front [6680]

Delmart Vreeland claims to be part of the U.S.
Navy, and he predicted the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks from in jail in Canada. He is currently
facing extradition to the States, where he
could be executed for treason [6635]

Health minister may be given new powers to
impose forced vaccinations on all Canadians
[6624]

RaiseTheFistweb site israided and shut down
by FBI. A violation of the right to freedom of
speech. [6607, 6558]

Stop electricity deregulation in Ontario [6528]

Protest against the movie Black Hawk Down
[6477]

Visit the vancouver.indymedia.org and

victoria.indymedia.org sites to stay up-to-
date on what’s happening out in B.C.

BlindSpot is made available at many locations throughout the K-W area. An effort is made to ensure
copies are always available at: WPIRG (University of Waterloo Student Life Centre, 2nd Floor);
The Working Centre (43 Queen St, Kitchener); Moody Blues Book Cafe (68 Regina St N, Waterloo);
K'W Bookstore (306 King St W, Kitchener); and Old Goat Books (99 King St N, Waterloo).

Activist Calendar

FRI. FEB 8 TO SUN. FEB 10
Iced in Black film festival
Davis Centre, University of Waterloo
see www.icedinblack.ca for schedule
Info: mcherie@hotmail.com or 888-4882

SAT FEB 9, 11:30AM - 6:30PM
Conference on the effects of the Iraq sanctions
McMaster U. Health Sciences Center, Hamilton

$20 ($15) — info: www.iragsanctions.cjb.net
moubarr@yahoo.com, (905) 528-5925

TuEs. FEB 12, 7:30 PM
Turning the Tide on Cancer: Opportunities for
Prevention — Waterloo Region Community
Health Department, Room 508, 99 Regina St. S
Info: Kathy 749-4300 x2252, info@grhosp.on.ca

WED. FEB 13, 7:00 PM
RESISTANCE in 2002 & Beyond: What's Next?
Movie and discussion night
UW Davis Centre room 1304
Info: WPIRG 888-4882 or info@wpirg.org

TuEs. FEB 19, 7:00 PM
Talk: Dr. Paul Lucardie on Proportional
Representation — $5 admission, students free
presented by Cambridge Council of Canadians
Info: Matt 621-9908 or barbd@golden.net

WED. FEB 20, 7:30 PM
Talk: Jim Profit “Living Peacefully on the Earth...”
The Working Centre, 43 Queen St. S
Info: 749-9177, dbaltaz@hamiltondiocese.com

FrI. FEB 22, 8 PM - 1 AM
4th annual “Swing in the Park”
Auction Fund-raiser for ROOF (Reaching Our
Outdoor Friends) — Victoria Park Pavilion
Info: Janice 742-2788, janice@roof-agency.com

SAT. FEB 23, 10 AM -2 PM
BarterWorks Market Day
The Working Centre, 43 Queen St. S, Kitchener
Info: Greg 749-1911, bworks@barterworks.org

WED. FEB 27, 9:30 -11:30 AM
Famillies in Neighbourhoods Project
Dale Hamilton, “Safe and Sound Projects”
Kingsdale Comunity Centre portable,
behind Fairview Mall at end of Wilson
Info: Trudy 579-3800, info@waterlooregion.org

TuEs. MAR 5, 6 PM/ 7:30 PM
KW Solidarity Network communications meeting
6:00 at WPIRG office (2nd floor, SLC, U of W)
7:30 at location to be determined
Info: 244-1140, ontario@indymedia.org

For more events, check the
online calendar at: CommunityEvents.ca
or phone the event hotline at 658-8944

Please help keep this paper alive — pass it on when you’re through with it. Thanks.



