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Nov. 11, 2005–Five protesters are 
arrested after refusing to leave a 
military recruiting station until it was 
turned into a financial aid office.

Feb. 23, 2005–Students at Kennedy High School 
win the right to set up an anti-war information table 
at the school after an international campaign of 
support overwhelms school district administrators.

January 20, 2005–Hundreds of 
students walk out of local Seattle 
schools to protest the war in Iraq. At 
Seattle Central Community College, 
students surround an Army recruiters’ 
table and tear up enlistment literature, 
eventually forcing the recruiters to leave 
campus. 

As the war in Iraq moves into its third year, the U.S. military faces growing opposition both 
inside and outside its ranks. “Counter-recruiters” are battling the Pentagon in high school 
cafeterias and on university campuses for the hearts and minds of young people of limited 
means who overwhelmingly fill the military’s ranks. Returning Iraq War veterans and the 
families of slain soldiers are speaking out in increasing numbers. A steady trickle of soldiers 
are refusing orders or fleeing to Canada to request asylum. More than 5,000 soldiers have 
gone AWOL, according to the Pentagon. Each incident is minor and often little-noted, yet 
forms a part of a larger mosaic of resistance. –JT

(located near San Diego)
2003–Fernando Suarez de Solar, father of one of 
the first U.S. soldiers killed in Iraq, founds Proyecto 
Guerrero Azteca to help educate Hispanic youth who 
are being heavily targeted by military recruiters. 

Counter-recruiting

Insubordination

Conscientious objectors 

Military families speaking out

Direct Action

Mass Action

March 9, 2005–Over 100 students at 
San Francisco State University surround 
military recruiting tables at a university 
job fair and hold an impromptu teach-in. 
The recruiters abandon their tables an 
hour early.

September, 2003–Angry wives of soldiers in 
the 129th Transportation Company create a 
web site to protest the government’s use of 
“Stop-Loss” measures to keep their husbands 
in Iraq and receive 8,000 on-line signatures.

ENLISTING FOR PEACE: A GRASSROOTS RESISTANCE MOVEMENT TAKES ON THE PENTAGON 
VERMONT

March 1, 2005–48 Vermont 
communities vote during their annual 
town hall meetings to approve a 
resolution calling on President Bush 
and the Congress to withdraw U.S. 
troops from Iraq. 

May 26, 2004–A Boston College 
student is charged with making a 
false bomb threat after standing 
on a milk crate outside a recruiting 
station wearing a black hood and 
cape with attached stereo wires to 
his hands to protest torture at Abu 
Ghraib prison.

WAYNE, NEW JERSEY

March 4, 2005–Youth Philadelphia Area War 
Resistance set up a “Temporary Autonomous 
Zone” in front of City Hall for some “DIY 
Education,” giving students an opportunity to 
learn from each other about how the military 
targets low-income youth and youth of color.

March 9, 2005–Four City College of 
New York students are arrested after 
they attended a job fair organized by 
the college, and stood up in front of a 
National Guard recruitment table 
chanting anti-war slogans. 

NEW YORK CITY

March 5, 2005-More than 750 
students, teacher and labor activists 
from around the East Coast gathered 
to participate in the founding 
conference of Educators to Stop  
the War.

NEW YORK CITY

Dec. 6, 2004–A class-action lawsuit is filed 
challenging the government’s use of “Stop Loss” 
orders that require soldiers to stay in the military past 
the time of their enlistment. A federal judge 
dismissed the lawsuit in February. Thousands of 
soldiers have been forced to remain in the military 
and fight in Iraq due to Stop Loss.

February, 2005–Mike Honda (D-CA.) introduces the 
Student Privacy Protection Act of 2005. The legislation 
would block public schools from releasing personal 
information about students to recruiters without the 
explicit permission of the student or parent. Nine 
Democrats have signed on as co-sponsors.

Jan. 31, 2005–Military recruiting 
stations are attacked after hours  
in the Flatiron section Manhattan  
and Parkchester in the Bronx. 

March 11, 2005–Four pacifists plead 
innocent in federal court to charges 
stemming from a March 17, 2003 
protest at a military recruiting  
station in Lansing, New York outside  
of Ithaca. The St. Patrick’s Day 4 
poured their blood on the station’s 
windows, walls, the U.S. flag and  
on the stand-up cut-outs of smiling 
military recruits in order to make 
“visible the blood that is shed by  
the work of the center.”

VESTAL, NEW YORK

Feb. 2005–Brendan Walsh, 20,  
is sentenced to five years in prison 
for throwing a Molotov cocktail 
threw the window of a military 
recruiting station in April 2003.

March, 2004–Staff Sergeant 
Camilo Mejia of the Florida 
National Guard becomes the 
first American veteran of the 
Iraq war to publicly refuse 
further service. He spent nine 
months in prison before being 
released in February.

Dec. 8, 2004–Two thousand 
soldiers publicly jeer Secretary of 
Defense Donald Rumsfeld when he 
dismisses concerns of a Tennessee 
National Guard member about poor 
equipment during a “town hall 
meeting”. Rumsfeld’s comments 
create a PR backlash that nearly 
cost him his job.

March 28, 2003–Vandals paint antiwar 
graffiti on five Navy vehicles and set a 
large Navy truck ablaze.

February 28, 2005–A student at 
William Patterson University is charged 
with “defiant trespassing” while 
passing out anti-recruitment fliers near 
a military recruitment table. 

September 2004–635 soldiers in the 
South Carolina Army National Guard 
are confined to their barracks for two 
weeks before being shipped out to Iraq 
after 13 members of the unit go AWOL.

FORT DIX, NEW JERSEY

September, 2004– Sue Neiderer is 
arrested for trespassing after 
interrupting Laura Bush at a campaign 
event to ask why her son was killed  
in Iraq. 

HAMILTON, NEW JERSEY
Dec. 6– Three government-owned cars were 
destroyed by fires in Silver Spring Maryland. They 
were parked behind an office shared by recruiters 
for the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines. Similar 
fires were reported a week earlier in Fair fax and 
Chintilly, Virginia.

October 2004–An entire 18-member platoon 
from the 343rd Quartermaster Company 
refuses to deliver a shipment of fuel from 
the Tallil Air Base near Nasiriya to Taji, 
another base north of Baghdad. Many of the 
soldiers were from Jackson, Mississippi.

January 7, 2005–Sgt, Kevin 
Benderman, a decorated nine-year 
Army veteran, refuses to return to 
Iraq with his combat unit. The 
military has denied his request for 
Conscientious Objector status and 
his court martial trial date has been 
set for May 11.

July 28, 2004–Describing 
themselves as a “a group 
committed to saving lives and 
ending the violence in Iraq by 
an immediate withdrawal of all 
occupying forces.” 12 
returning Iraq War vets found 
Iraq Veterans Against the War. 
A month later, they march at 
the front of a 500,000 person 
demonstration in New York 
against the Republican 
National Convention.

January 2004–Pvt. Jeremy 
Hinzman flees to Canada with 
his wife and two-year old son 
rather than fight in Iraq. 
Canada’s Immigration and 
Refugee Board is currently 
considering his precedent-
setting appeal for refugee 
status. 60,000 U.S. citizens 
fled to Canada to evade military 
service in the Vietnam War.

Dec. 6, 2004–Stating that U.S. 
soldiers were routinely 
expected to commit war 
crimes, former Marine staff 
sergeant Jimmy Massey 
testified at an asylum hearing 
for Jeremy Hinzman that his 
unit killed at least 30 unarmed 
civilians in Iraq during the 
2003 war invasion and the 
occupation that followed.

Jan. 2005–Purple Heart award 
Darrell Anderson flees to Canada 
rather than return to Iraq for a 
second tour of duty. He is one of 
six U.S. soldiers known to have 
fled to Canada.

MARCH 19, 2004–Returning Iraqi vets and 
Military Families Speak Out lead a 1,000 
person protest march to the gates of the 82nd 
Airborne on the first anniversary of the invasion 
of Iraq. Thousands are expected to attend a 
similar protest this year to mark the second 
anniversary of the war.

Camilo Mejia
Former Staff Sgt. Camilo Mejia was a platoon 
leader in Iraq from April to October of 2003 
while serving with the Florida National Guard. 
Deeply disturbed by what he had seen, 
Mejia, 28, became the first soldier to publicly 
refuse to return to Iraq. He was court-
martialed and sentenced to a year in prison. 
Before his release last month, he wrote a 
letter reflecting on his personal odyssey:

People would ask me about my war 
experiences and answering them took me 
back to all the horrors – the firefights, the 
ambushes, the time I saw a young Iraqi 
dragged by his shoulders through a pool of 
his own blood or an innocent man was 
decapitated by our machine gun fire. The 
time I saw a soldier broken down inside 
because he killed a child, or an old man on 
his knees, crying with his arms raised to the 
sky, perhaps asking God why we had taken 
the lifeless body of his son. 

I commanded an infantry squad in combat 
and we never failed to  accomplish our 
mission. But those who called me a coward, 
without knowing it, are also right. I was a 
coward not for leaving the war, but for having 
been a part of it in the first place. I failed to 
fulfill my moral duty as a human being and 
instead I chose to fulfill my duty as a soldier.
 
One of the reasons I did not refuse the war 
from the beginning was that I was afraid of 
losing my freedom. Today, as I sit behind 
bars I realize that there are many types of 
freedom, and that in spite of my confinement 
I remain free in many important ways. What 
good is freedom if we are afraid to follow our 
conscience? What good is freedom if we are 
not able to live with our own actions? I am 
confined to a prison but I feel, today more 
than ever, connected to all humanity. Behind 
these bars I sit a free man because I 
listened to a higher power, the voice of my
conscience.

http://www.freecamilo.org

Military Resistance Links
Coalition Against Militarism in Our Schools
http://www.militaryfreeschools.org/

Counter-Recruitment and Alternatives to 
Military Program (CRAMP)
http://www.afsc.org/pacificsw/counter-
recruitment.htm

http://www.projectyano.org/
Project on Youth and Non-Military 
Alternatives 

Educators to Stop the War
http://educatorstostopthewar.org

Central Committee for Conscientious 
Objectors (CCCO)
http://www.objector.org/

Iraq Veterans Against the War
http://www.ivaw.org

Veterans for Peace
http://www.veteransforpeace.org/

War Resisters League
http://www.warresisters.org

Military Families Speak Out
http://www.mfso.org/

Citizen Soldier
http://www.citizen-soldier.org/

GI Rights Hotline
http://girights.objector.org/
800-394-9544

For Breaking News, see
www.counterrecruiter.net 

March 14, 2004–Stephen Funk, the first 
conscientious objector imprisoned for refusing 
to fight the Iraq War, returns home from six 
months in prison to a community celebration.

MAYAGUEZ, PUERTO RICO

2002-2005–Members of the Frente 
Universitario por la Desmilitarización y 
la Educación (FUDE) use sit-ins and 
hunger strikes to block the 
construction of an Air Force ROTC 
building and temporarily take over an 
Army ROTC office where they painted 
murals with counter-recruitment 
themes on several walls. 

PHILADELPHIA, PA

BOSTON

TORONTO, CANADA

Nov. 30, 2004–Frustrated by the 
lack of government resources for 
local homeless families, several 
dozen members of the 
Kensington Welfare Rights Union 
briefly take over a military 
recruiting station.
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ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA

DEC. 6–Petty Officer 3rd Class Pablo Paredes of 
the Bronx refuses to board a ship taking 3,000 
Marines to Iraq. Paredes is currently applying for 
Conscientious Objector status.

SAN DIEGO

SAN FRANCISCO

FAYETTEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA

TENNESSEE/KUWAIT MIAMI, FLORIDA

SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

WAYNESBORO, NORTH CAROLINA

Staff Sgt. Jimmy Massey used to recruit young 
people to join the Marines. After killing a number 
of unarmed civilians in Iraq, he has become a 
searing critic of the war. Cowboys from Hell, 
a memoir about his military experiences, is 
scheduled to come out later this year.

Oakland

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI/IRAQ

FORT STEWART, GEORGIA 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTSMADISON, WISCONSIN
BLOOMINGTON, MINNESOTA

Oct. 16, 2004–New York University  
Law students protesting the military’s 
policy of discriminating against gays  
and lesbians linked arms to prevent  
an Army lawyer from meeting with 
potential job recruits.
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